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ONLINE CRIME NEWS
See a gallery of local mug shots, crime trends and

other law and order news at cdispatch.com/crime.

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS
For less than $1 per month print subscribers can receive unlimited
access to story comments, extra photos, newspaper archives and
much more by purchasing an online subscription. Non-subscribers
can purchase online access for less than $7 per month. 
Go to www.cdispatch.com/subscribe.

EPA ANNOUNCES THE AVAILABITY OF THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD FOR THE REMOVAL ACTION

AT THE KERR-MCGEE CHEMICAL CORP
(COLUMBUS) SITE

(Columbus, Lowndes County, Mississippi)
The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced today 
that the Administrative Record for the Kerr-McGee Chemical Corp. (Colum-
bus) Site, Lowndes County, Mississippi is available for public review. The 
Administrative Record file includes documents that form the basis for selec-
tion of the removal action. A removal action is a short-term cleanup intended 
to stabilize a site that poses an imminent and substantial threat to human 
health or the environment. Documents in the record may include, but are not 
limited to, preliminary assessment and inspection reports, test results, and 
the Action Memorandum. All interested persons are encouraged to review 
and comment on the documents. The documents will be available for public 
review during normal business hours at the following locations:

Columbus - Lowndes 
Public Library

314 North Seventh St.
Columbus, MS 39701

(662) 329-5304

United States Environmental 
Protection Agency

61 Forsyth Street, SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

(404) 562-8862
EPA will accept comments regarding the Administrative Record during the 
public comment period beginning on April 20, 2011 and ending on May 20, 
2011. Comments should be addressed to Steve Spurlin, On-Scene Coordina-
tor, U.S. EPA Region 4, ERRB 11th Floor, 61 Forsyth Street, S.W., Atlanta, 
Georgia 30303-3104. At the end of the 30-day comment period, a written 
response to all pertinent comments will be prepared in a responsiveness 
summary and placed in the fi le.
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The Kerr-McGee Chemical Corp. (Columbus) Site is comprised of approxi-
mately 90 acres, and is located at 2300 North 14th Avenue in Columbus, 
Mississippi. The facility was operational from approximately 1928 to 2003. 
While operational, Kerr-McGee manufactured pressure-treated railroad 
products such as wooden cross ties, switch ties, and timbers. The produc-
tion processes at the site utilized creosote and creosote coal tar solutions to 
produce pressure-treated wood products. The facility also used pentachloro-
phenol (PCP) for wood-treating from the 1950s until the mid-1970s.

The Town of Artesia, Mississippi is considering applying to the Mississippi Development 
Authority for a Small Cities Community Development Black Grant of up to $450,000.00 
for water and sewer system improvements.  The State of Mississippi has been allocated ap-
proximately $33 million that will be made available to cities and counties on a competitive 
basis to undertake eligible community development activities. These funds must be used for 
one of the following purposes:

   1) to benefi t low- and moderate-income persons;
   2) to aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight; or
   3) to meet other community development needs having a particular urgency because        
        existing conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of 
        the community where other fi nancial resources are not available to meet such needs.

The activities for which these funds may be used are in the areas of housing, public facili-
ties, and economic development.  More specifi c details regarding eligible activities, program 
requirements, and the rating system will be provided at a public hearing that will be held at 
the Artesia Town Hall on May 3, 2011 at 5:30PM.  The purpose of the hearing will be to 
obtain citizen input into the development of the application.

Public Hearing Notice For Initial Hearing
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JACKSON — The U.S. Supreme
Court on Monday declined to hear
an appeal from Mississippi death
row inmate Terry Pitchford, who
was convicted of killing a Grenada
storekeeper in 2004.

It is the fourth time since March
that the nation’s high court has
refused to hear an appeal in a capital
punishment case from Mississippi.
Its decision on Pitchford came with-
out comment Monday.

Pitchford, now 25, was 18 when
he was charged with killing

Grenada County store owner Ruben
Britt. He was convicted in 2006 and
sentenced to death.

Prosecutors said Britt was shot
multiple times inside Crossroads
Grocery in 2004. Prosecutors said
one of the murder weapons was
Britt’s own gun, which he kept at the
store for protection. They said
Britt’s gun was found in Pitchford’s
car when he was arrested.

The attorney general’s office did
not immediately respond Monday to
a question about whether it would
ask the Mississippi Supreme Court

to set an execution date for
Pitchford. The Mississippi court
upheld Pitchford’s conviction in
2010.

The Mississippi court is already
considering execution dates for
three other death row inmates —
Robert Simon Jr., Rodney Gray and
Benny Joe Stevens.

Earlier this month, the court
ordered the release of Simon’s med-
ical records related to an alleged fall
that defense attorneys contend has
rendered Simon incompetent to be
executed. 

High court won’t hear death row inmate’s appeal

BY RYAN POE
rpoe@cdispatch.com

Local utility companies
announced Monday they
were joining with the
Tennessee Valley
Authority to push energy
efficiency in the state.

The campaign, which
TVA officials called a
“challenge” to local cus-
tomers, will promote exist-
ing and new energy-effi-
ciency incentives, includ-
ing in-home energy evalu-
ations and renovation
incentives.

For more information
about incentives available

through Columbus Light
and Water or 4-County
Electric Power
Association, visit TVA’s
energy savings website,
E n e r g y R i g h t . c o m .
Customers can also pur-
chase blocks of green
power at
GreenPowerSwitch.com.

CL&W is also prepar-
ing to roll out a new, sepa-
rate pilot program that will
offer even more energy-
efficiency incentives. For
more information on that
program, which should be
available mid-May, contact
the CL&W office.

Local power companies
join energy-efficiency push

CVB
Continued from Page 1A

numbers as before, said CVB Interim
Director Nancy Carpenter.

Carpenter said Monday that the move,
which began Friday, was “very well organ-
ized, so there’s no chaos today.”

“We’ve got an amazing amount of things
done,” she said, looking around the new
board room, which has a giant television on
the wall and heart of pine floors.

“The workmanship here,” she added, “is
unsurpassed.”

But the cost of the workmanship briefly
threw the project into jeopardy in February,
when the office was appraised at a lower
value ($600,000) than its purchase price
($734,881). The CVB’s governing city and
county boards cannot approve purchasing
property for more than its appraised worth.

The issue was solved earlier this month
when a second appraisal commissioned by
CVB board attorney David Dunn set the

value at $850,000, or $212.50 per square foot,
clearing the way for city and county
approval.

But the delay had its price: Instead of pay-
ing $734,881, as initially agreed, the CVB has
to foot a bill of $753,637 or so, $224,035.74 of
which has already been paid. The roughly
$18,756 difference is partly due to upkeep
costs as well as change orders and addition-
al fiber optic work.

Now, Carpenter said she and the other
CVB employees are just grateful to have a
new home.

“We’re very grateful,” she continued,
“and I certainly think (the office) is some-
thing all of Columbus can be very proud of.”

The old Seventh Avenue North office will,
which belongs to the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway Development Authority, will con-
tinue to house other organizations.

BY MOLLY DAVIS
Associated Press

JACKSON — Storm
victims are returning to
damaged schools and
planning months of
cleanup after 10 tornados
swept through Mississippi
on Friday.

Unlike the regional
destruction of Hurricane
Katrina, the storms
caused spotty but exten-
sive destruction across
the state. As a result, unaf-
fected counties have
reached out to the coun-

ties with the greatest loss-
es, hauling away debris
and offering equipment
and other resources.

“Red Cross has been
here, just every local
church bringing food by,
feeding workers, feeding
victims, counseling, all of
it,” Greene County
Superintendent of
Education Richard
Fleming said Tuesday.
“And there are so many
churches that have come
in from out of town. I can’t
name them all, but we’re
so appreciative and thank-
ful.”

The number of
destroyed or seriously
damaged totaled 258 in
Mississippi. They were as
far north as Tallahatchie
County, but 245 of those
residences were in only
three counties: Greene,
Kemper and Hinds.

The storms also killed
one Greene County resi-
dent in a mobile home
Friday evening.

Mississippi Emergency
Management Agency offi-
cials attribute the low mor-
tality rate to storm pre-
paredness.

“I think a lot of it was

due to the good warning
that people had ahead of
time,” said MEMA
spokesperson Greg Flynn.
“The National Weather
Service did an awesome
job several days before,
saying it was going to be
bad, and I think people
really took it seriously.”

Gov. Haley Barbour
requested help from the
Federal Emergency
Management Agency in
assessing the damage and
determining whether to
ask for a presidential dis-
aster declaration.

Rogelio V. Solis/AP

Neighbors walk past a tree-damaged house in Clinton Friday. The state was hit by a line of severe storms that
spawned at least one tornado in Clinton, causing extensive damage and multiple injuries. 

Miss. storm victims count
blessings during cleanup

BY RYAN POE
rpoe@cdispatch.com

Local law enforcement
agencies reported the fol-
lowing felony arrests:

Columbus Police
Department

n Eric Roby, 26, of
1216 Eighth Ave. N., was
taken into custody
Thursday at the police
department. He was
charged with shoplifting,
third offense or $250 or
more, and grand larceny
of more than $500. His
total bond for both
charges was $3,500.

Lowndes County
Sheriff’s Office

n Kimberley Nicole
Ellenburg, 28, of 450 Co-
op Road, was arrested
Saturday at 282
Dogwood Road.
Ellenburg, whose bond
was set at $10,000, was
charged with possession
of methamphetamine.

n John Allan Murphy,
57, of 282 Dogwood
Road, was arrested,
along with Ellenburg, at
his residence Saturday.
He was also charged with
possession of meth
although his bond was
set at $20,000.

n
L a q u l i a
S h u n t e l
Shinn, 25,
of 805 10th
St. N. Apt.
17, was
a r r e s t e d
Sunday at
her apartment. Shinn,
whose bond was set at
$2,500, was charged with
a felony charge of false
pretense.

n Grazia Lindsey
Taylor, 37, of 29 Old
Swan Lane, was arrested
Monday at her residence
and charged with a
felony charge of false
pretense. Her bond was
set at $2,500.

ARREST  REPORT

Roby Ellenburg

Murphy Shinn

Taylor
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